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' Interim fiat, ttta, rex, voluntas : Krigor sursum quoties subit spes Certa migrandi Solymam supernam, Numinis aulam.'
He concludes in a noble strain of orthodox piety:—
'Vita turn demum vocitanda vita est. Turn licet gratos socios habere, Seraphim et sanctos TRIAD EM verendam Concelebrantes.'
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29*.
After a very good sleep, I rose more refreshed than I had been for some nights. We were now at but a little distance from the shore, and saw the sea from our windows, which made our voyage seem nearer. Mr. M'Pherson's manners and address pleased us much. He appeared to be a man of such intelligence and taste as to be sensible of the extraordinary powers of his illustrious guest. He said to me, * Dr. Johnson is an honour to mankind ; and, if the expression may be used, is an honour to religion.'
1 Mr. Croker prints the following letter written to Maclcod the day
before :~                                                      ' Ostig, 28th Sept. 1773.
•DEAR SIR,—We are now on the margin of the sea, waiting for a boat and a wind. Boswell grows impatient; but the kind treatment which I find wherever I go, makes me leave, with some heaviness of heart, an island which I am not very likely to see again. Having now gone as far as horses can carry us, we thankfully return them. My steed will, I hope, be received with kindness ;—he has borne me, heavy as I am, over ground both rough and steep, with great fidelity; and for the use of him, as for your other favours, I hope you will believe me thankful, and willing, at whatever distance we may be placed, to shew my sense of your kindness, by any offices of friendship that may fall within my power.
' Lady Macleod and the young ladies have, by their hospitality and politeness, made an impression on my mind, which will not easily be effaced. Be pleased to tell them, that I remember them with great tenderness, and great respect.—I am, Sir, your most obliged and most humble servant,                                                     ' SAM. JOHNSON.'
' P.S.—We passed two days at Talisker very happily, both by the pleasantness of the place and elegance of our reception.'
Col,bject, at different periods; and
